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LETTERS FROM HON. HENRY LAURENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[Continued from the July number. .] 

[5.] 

Addressed : A Monsieur 

MonsV Jean Laurens 

a 
par paris — 

Geneve. 

Postmarked .- Dangleterre 



Westminster 22 d March 1773. 1 

My Dear Son — 

Robert on his return from the Coffee House 
has just brought me a prize in your very dutiful & affec- 
tionate favour of the 1 2 4 . h — I was sensible that the Account 
which T gave you of my unfortunate Leg, would have such 
an effect upon your mind as you have described, but I knew 
it would be least alarming, if it went directly from my self, 
therefore I would not risque the Intelligence to a flying 
Report, which might have informed you in some unlucky 
space between my Letters, that I "was laying dangerously ill 
at my House in Fludger Street" — according to a late publi- 
cation in one of the Daily Papers, under the Name of Major 
General Grant, meaning me, because a physician & Surgeon 
had been seen coming iu or going out of this House — the 
General 2 was at the same time walking about his affairs, & I 

1 This letter should have appeared as No. 1 of the series, which 
began in the April magazine, but it has only lateiy come to light. 

2 Major General Francis Grant, colonel of His Majesty's 63rd Regi- 
inent (Raised in 1758). 
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was, as I am now, thank God, in excellent Health & Spirits, 

this defective pedestal excepted Indeed my Son, your 

Company during my Confinement would have been a vast 
alleviation of every Inconvenience — but the time for such 
Aid is over, I am perfectly content that things should go on 
in their proper Channels — I would not, for any convenience 
or gratification to myself, Interrupt that progress which you 
are now making in your Education, nor Indulge myself with 
a Nurse at so extravagant an Expence, as the appointment of 
my son to an improper Office — nevertheless I have in prospect 
another Time which I hope will arrive when the present 
scene is over — that we shall Live nearer together in delightful 
Exercises of Mutual Love ife Duty, when I may feel revived 
pleasures in Reacting those Offices, which you allude to, in 
succeeding Branches — Thou knowest O gracious God what is 
good for us — Thy Will be done. 

When I wrote to you the 9! h Ins! there seemed to be a 
glimpse of amendment in the poor Leg — but at nine days 
end, I was not a whit better — therefore I determined to 
abandon all the Lotions which the Doctors had prescribed, of 
Vinegar & Brandy & Oyl & Arquabusade & Linament.& a 

heap of things <fe to fly to my old friend Spring Water 

the fall of which from the Spout of a kettle raised Arm 
High, upon the affected part (the Calf) twice a day from the 
Evening of the 18* h Ins! — has almost wrought a Cure — I 
have been able to walk tho awkwardly & by extreme slow 
steps — more than a hundred yards, twice yesterday & as 
often to day — & I am grown so bold as to say, that I shall 
begin my Journey to Geneve before the middle of April — 
but you will put no dependence upon so great an uncertainty 
— You shall hear more particularly from me this Day 
Se'nnight. — 

This is the 50! h Day of my Confinement — The Time would 
have passed off more painfully & my Health would probably 
have been endangered for want of the usual Exercise of the 
Body, if I had not accustomed my self for several Months 
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past to a very temperate Course of Life — I have drank no 
Malt Liquor since you & I left England in May last — Rice 
& Milk has been my Breakfast — Soft Meat my Dinner — for 
Supper Bread & Butter — Treasury Water my principal 
Beverage, sometimes three small Glasses of pure Madeira at 
Dinner & often not a drop for Days together — O, Blessed 
Temperance, much am I indebted to thee. — 
I shall receive vast pleasure, if I find that you continue to 
live in Temperance & Regularity — an example worthy the 
Imitation of your Father — the Benefits which will result from 
your Moderation cannot be described by any body but your 
self in general I may say, you will possess the Com- 
mand of your whole Time — & preserve your Life in Health 
to a good old Age. — thesrf are vast Considerations, & merit 
the Labour of every Wise Man. — 

I shall have much to say to you concerning the unfor- 
tunate Orphan, Her History is as affecting to a Human 
Heart, as it is uncommon in its Circumstances. — 
Adieu my Dear Jack — there's no such thing as perfection in 
Human Nature, but let us struggle hard to guard against 
deserved stings of Conscience for Wilful Crimes against God 

& our fellow Mortals let us have Charity too, in a 

proper Degree oven for those, who to us, appear to be the 
most Vile, & let him that standeth take heed lest he fall 

Sometimes I think the Wretch whom we have in view 

may be recovered & Saved from a reflexion upon the very 
atrocionsness of the Act which will bring him to open 
Shame — & the Universal Contempt of Mankind may lead 
him to look into himself which nothing less could make him 

submit to Remember me to my Dear Harry — & to 

friends & acquaintance as usual — Receive yourself the assur- 
ance of continued & increased Love & Esteem from 



No late news from Charles Town Your affectionate Father 

I long to receive Your Letters for Henry Laurens, 

your friends there — 
M r John Laurens. 
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23"? 1 wrote the Inside in haste yester night thinking it was 
Post Night, but upon discovery of my Mistake I detained 
this, & can now tell you that 1 have walked slowly near half 
a Mile — but the Wounded part is exceedingly delicate & 
requires the greatest Caution — 

My respects to M^ H Blundell tis possible he & I may 
return to England together by way of Frankfort — 

Endorsed: 22 d March 1773. 
Westminster — 

Addressed: A Monsieur 

Mods* Jean Laurens 



par pans a 

Geneve 

Postmarked : Dangleterre 



Westminster 21 st January 1774 3 
My dear Son — 

I wrote to you the last Mail a very long Letter * 
but forgot to tell you that I have lately received a Letter 
from a French Family at Poitiers in France who sign Laurence, 
& say they came from Uochelle, the History which they give 
of their Ancestors induce me to believe that we are from the 
same Source & the Spelling of the Name serves in some 
measure to confirm the Claim — they write sensibly & free 
from that pompous french flourish which would have disgusted 
me — their address was Introduced to me by a very honest 

3 This letter should have appeared as No. 8 of the series, but it has 
come to light since the publication of the July magazine in which it 
should have appeared. Reference is made to it in the letter of 
February 8th published in that issue. 

* The letter of February 8th also refers to a letter of January 18th, 
which was doubtless the "long Letter." 
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Man— who intimates that our JSTew Friends are of Indepen- 
dent fortunes & some of them of Rank in Church & State — 
I have not answered their Letter yet — when I write, 1 shall 
enquire for their family Arms if we assimilate in that article, 
I think there can be no doubt of our being so nearly related 
as Cousins of the 7^ or 8** 1 descent — a matter you will say of 
mighty Consequence. 

You will receive inclosed, part of a News Paper which con- 
tains an Acco* of the first proceeding of the people in Boston 
relative to the Tea Shiped for that port by the East India 
Company — during the time of the Meetings & Resolutions 
set forth in this paper, it seems a stratagem was devised, 
which was intended for defeating the purposes of the people 
to return the Tea to G. Britain by Act of Parliament, the 
Duty ought to be paid within 21 Days, I should say the 
Article being liable to pay such Duty ought to have been 
Entered at the Custom House within 2L Days from the day 
of arrival, — 19 Days were elapsed in altercation & Admiral 
Montagu was on the proper day as a Custom House Officer* 
as well as Admiral to have made a Sham Seizure of the whole 
quantity of Tea & lodged it on board one of the King's 
Ships — the Wily Cromwellians who have Spies every where, 
discovering the plot, delved a foot Deeper & blew up the 
King's Officers — they made short work, about 30 fellows 
properly equiped Entered the three Ships in which the Tea 
was Laden 114 Chests in each, & in a few Hours cast every 
ounce into the Sea, & Balanced that Accot of Sale in one 
line— what resentment will be shewn on this side for this Act 
of Violence is yet unknown. — 

The peaceable crafty Quakers who subdued the Savage 
Inhabitants of Pensylvania without Musket Sword or 
Scalping Knife, pursued a quite different measure from that 
of the New England Men — the River Pilots were properly 
addressed & admonished not to take charge of any Ship hav- 
ing such Tea on board, & accordingly, when the Ships 
arrived in the Bay of Delaware, every pilot refused his 
2 
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assistance the Bay is a more dangerous Navigation than the 
open Sea — the Captains of such Ships were therefore neces- 
sitated to put to Sea again, but for what port, nobody knew, 
they will find no hospitable Anchorage in any upon the 
Continent — Charles Town New York & Rhode Island were it 
is said all ready to Act their parts, but the Tea Ships were 
not arrived at those places 5 — 1 shall loose the opportunity of 

5 Charles Town had her first "Tea Party" a little later. On Tues- 
day, November 22, 1774, the ship Britannia, Capt. Samuel Ball, Jr., 
arrived in port from London. The following Monday, The South- 
Carolina Gazette announced : 

"Before Captain Ball had been many Hours in Port, the Committee 
of Observation were informed, that be had Seven Chests of Tea on 
board, subject to that Duty which all America have denied to be 
constitutionally imposed; and the Minds of the People appeared to be 
very much agitated. To allay the Ferment which there seemed 
Reason to apprehend, that Committee met early on Wednesday 
Morning, sent for Captain Ball, who readily attended, and after 
expressing to him ilieir Concern and Astonishment at his Conduct, 
acquainted him, it was expected the said Teas should not be landed 
here. He acknowledged having the mischievous Drug on board;— 
That 3 Chests were shipped from the House of Messrs. Hoss & Mill, — 
and 4 from that of Messrs. James Craham and Comp. — That 3 were 
consigned to Mr. Robert Lindsay,— -3 to Mr. Zephaniah Kinstey, and 
1 to Mr. Robert Mackenzie, all Merchants here ; — But declared, that 
he was an entire Stranger to their being on board his Ship, 'till he was 
ready to clear out, when he discovered that his Mate had received 
them in his Absence : — That, as soon as he had made the Discovery, 
he did all in his Power to get them relanded, but all his Endeavours 
for two Days together, proving ineffectual, he entered the following 
Protest; which he hoped would acquit him from the Suspicion of 
having any Design to act contrary to the Sense of the People here, 
or the Voice of all Amer'ca " 

********* 

"Capt. Ball having so far acquitted himself of any Design to coun- 
teract the Americans, the Committee of Observation made their Report 
to a very full Meeting of the General Committee the same Evening ; 
when the Importers of the Teas attended, and severally declared, that 
they were ready and willing to do any Thing, which the Committee 
should be of Opinion would most effectually contribute to preserve 
the Peace and Quiet of the Community. Accordingly, 

On Thursday at Noon, an Oblation was made to Neptune, of the 
seven Chests of Tea, by Messrs. Lindsay, Kinstey and Mackenzie 
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Conveyance if I add more than ray Love to Harry & that I 
am my Dear Jack Your very affectionate 

Father — 

Henry Laurens. 

*By an Act of the Geo. 34 

All Commanders of His Majesty's Ships 
are Constituted Custom House Officers — 

M r John Laurens. 

Endorsed .- 21 Jan? 
1774 
Westminster — 

Addressed: A Monsieur 

Mons? Jean Laurens 
par paris a 

Geneve 

Postmarked : Dangleterre. 



Westminster 8 March 1774 
My Dear Son — 

I think I have not wrote to you since my very 
long Letter of the 21 st febry — Friday last I had your hurried 
favour of the 16* h promising a full Account the next post — 

themselves ; who going on board the Ship in the Stream, with their 
own Hands respectively stove the Chests belonging to each, and 
emptied their contents into the River, in the Presence of the Commit- 
tee of Observation, svho likewise went on board, and in View of the 
whole General Committee on the Shore besides a numerous Concourse 
of People, who gave three hearty chears after the emptying of each 
Chest, and immediately after separated as if nothing had happened." 
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to day I received from you a paper in form of a Letter, 
containing an unfinished sketch of Expenses, in the figure of 
a Continuation slipcd away from the former part of a Letter — 
If I should trace your writings tie probable that three in five 
of the whole would be found to contain a concluding prayer 
to excuse haste, or an apology for want of time, promises to 
be more explicit in the next — the deficient parts never sup- 
plied, perhaps no more thought of — We have an acquaintance 
on one of the Banks of Savanna, a very worthy Man, who 
from iong practice is so rooted to this bad habit that 'tis not 
uncommon for him after writing four pages to beg pardon 
for hurry, in bidding Adieu — adding a promise to wiite more 
fully next opportunity — I need not say a word more to a 
Man of your sensibility — I do not know what the sequel of 
your Aceo* of Expenses may exhibit, but I censure you not, 
for any of those articles which you have laid before me — 
You did right to honour your self with a handsome Coat for 
the expected Visit of our King's Brother & you properly 
observe that you could not sell it again — this Account is 
barely -J- d of your Capital Fund — I wait for the remainder 
trusting that no part of your Conduct will justify your strong 
term, "prodigality" — the Evil of prodigality is not confined 
to the Loss of Money — Loss of time is a greater, & bad 
example possibly the greatest but I hope better things — 
however I desire you will be explicit — & never write in a 
hurry again — 

Yesterday Lord North laid papers relative to American affairs 
before the House of Commons as Lord Dartmouth had done 
in the House of Lords the Commons generally Voted an 
Address of thanks to His Majesty for the Information, Friday 
is appointed for Beading & Considering the papers & Monday 
for Resolutions, some Members unfriendly to our Cause, 
prematurely expressed hopes that Spirited measures would 
be pursued for Compelling the Colonists to obedience, which 
produced debate & shewed — M r Bice — Lord Clare M r Ellis 
(not our friend) Lord Germaine to be against us — M r Dowds- 
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well— M^ E & M r W. Burke— Gen Conway & Coll? Barre 6 
on the side of America averse from the measure of Taxation — 
a M r Solicitor General & CoP Jennings — to be on both sides — 
that is of no side or settled opinion — I shall attend both 
Days — their determination will be of the utmost consequence 
to us — I have had a Long Visit from Lord William 7 who 
seems heartily disposed to remove the obnoxious Instruction 
& smooth the way for Entring upon his Government — 
My Love to Harry— to M r Petrie, Mantling & Smith I send 

a packet for Petrie this Mail Listen to the friendly 

Counsel of your affectionate father & best friend 

Henry Laurens — 
M r John Laurens 

Endorsed : 8 th March 1774 
Westminster. 

[To be continued in the next number of this Magazine.] 

6 Col. Barre and Mr. Pitt were such staunch friends of America 
during the years preceding the Revolution that, when some new 
streets were laid out in Charles Town about 1765, two of them were 
named in honor of Pitt and Barre, while the names of the three dele- 
gates to the "Old Congress" of the Colonies, Rutledge, Lynch and 
Gadsden, were given to three more of these streets. The historic 
significance of these names, however, bas been partially destroyed in 
late years by the changing of the name of Lynch Street to Ashley 
Avenue. 

7 Lord William Campbell, Royal Governor of South Carolina, who 
had not yet assumed charge of the government in South Carolina. 



